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[57] ABSTRACT 

A rehabilitation/training device^ The device is in the form of 
an apron having multiple simulated apparel closures v The 
simulated apparel closures are mounted on layered fabric 
panels. Pockets are provided for storing hand exercise 
equipment, such as a ball of clay, and for storing a pad of 
paper, as well as for storing one or more writing/drawing 
implements. 

21 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 





3/31/05, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



6,151,715 

9 10 

the embodiments presented herein are to be considered in all a second of said pairs of fabric panels including one or 
respects as illustrative and not restrictive. As such, the more button fasteners and one or more cooperating 

claims are intended to cover the structures described herein button holes positioned at adjacent edges of comple- 

and not only structural equivalents thereof, but also equiva- mentary portions of said second pair of fabric panels; 

lent structures. Thus, the scope of the invention is intended 5 a third pair of said pairs of fabric panels including a pair 
to include all variations described herein, whether in the of zipper tracks secured to adjacent edges of comple- 

specification or in the drawing, including the broad meaning mentary portions of said first pair of fabric panels, said 

and range properly afforded to the language and description pair of zipper tracks including a zipper pull cooperating 

set forth herein to describe such variations. with said zipper tracks to effect, alternately, closure or 

It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above, 1Q opening; 
including those made apparent from the preceding one or more shoe panels attached on said anterior portion 
description, are efficiently attained. Since certain changes of said apron remote from said plurality of pairs of 

may be made in carrying out the manufacture of a rehabili- fabric panels> each of said one or more shoe k 

tation device according to the teachings herein, it is to be including a plurality of eyelets formed therein and a 

understood that my invention may be embodied in other shoe lacC/ threaded through one or more of ^ eyelets 

specific forms without departing . from the spirit or essential Qne Qr more kets attached {Q sM {oQ of 

characteristics thereof. Many other embodiments are also said n remote from ^ ^ of ifs of ^ 

feasible to attain advantageous results utilizing the prm- ls and from said Qne ^ * ^ 

ciples disclosed herein. Therefore, it will be understood that 2 ^ reha5ilitation/training device recit£ £ in claim h 

the foregoing description of representative embodiments of 2Q wherein eacfa said extends betweeo ^ 
the invention have been presented only for purposes of tion of $aid Qn Qne side of ^ midUne and a £ QI 

illustration and for providing an understanding of the _ f ^ . . . , c . , .... 

. . portion of said apron on an opposing side of said midline, 

invention, and it is not intended to be exhaustive or i_ i_ «j . -j . , . , « 

u iuu, auu u u> uui iuiv^uu^u iu ^ wuawuv^ ui whereby each said strap crosses said midline behind the 

restrictive, or to limit the invention only to the precise forms UnAxt n £ n nopPftn „ r _J~ ™ a~ - 
j- i j body or a person wearing said device. 

1 25 3. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 1, 
All of the features disclosed in this specification wherein one or more of said plurality of pairs of fabric 
(including any accompanying claims, and the drawing) may panels farther one or more COO perating hook and 

be combined in any combination, except combinations eye fasteners secured to complementary adjacent edge por- 
where at least some of the features are mutually exclusive. tions of said pair of fabrjc ^ 

Alternative features serving the same or similar purpose may 3Q 4 ^ rehabihtation/training device recited in claim 3, 
replace each feature disclosed in this specification (including wherein said one 0f more cooperating hook and eye fasten . 
any accompanying claims, the drawing, and the abstract), ers farthcr comprise a plurality of cooperating hook and eye 
unless expressly stated otherwise. Thus, each feature dis- f astene rs, and wherein one of said cooperating hook and eye , 
closed is only one example of a generic series of equivalent fasteners is differcnlly configured relative to other ones of 

or similar features. Further, while certain materials are 35 said cooperating hook and eye fasteners, 
described for the purpose of enabling the reader to make and 5 ^ reh abihtation/training device recited in claim 1, 
use certain embodiments shown, such suggestions shall not whcrein aid onc or morc cooperating snap fasteners further 
serve in any way to limit the claims to the precise materials comprises a plurality of types of cooperating snap fasteners, 
disclosed, and it is to be understood that other materials may and wherein one of said types of cooperating snap fasteners 

be utilized in the manufacture of my rehabilitation device. 4Q % differenl i y configured relative to other ones of said coop- 

Thc intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents, erating snap fasteners, 
and alternatives falling within the scope and spirit of the 6. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 1, 
invention, as expressed herein above and in the appended wherein said one or more button fasteners and one or more 
claims. As such, the claims are intended to cover the cooperating button holes further comprises a plurality of 

structures, apparatus, and methods described herein, and not 45 cooperating buttons and button holes, and wherein one of 
only the equivalents or structural equivalents thereof, but said cooperating buttons and button holes is differently 
also equivalent structures or methods. The scope of . the configured relative to other ones of said ccopera ting buttons 
invention, as described herein and as indicated by the and button holes. 

appended claims, is thus intended to include variations from 7. The rehabihtation/training device recited in claim 1, 

the embodiments provided which are nevertheless described 50 further comprising one or more minor pockets, 
by the broad meaning and range properly afforded to the 8 . Th e rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 7, 
language of the claims, as explained by and in light of the wherein said one or more minor pockets comprise a fabric 
terms included herein, or the equivalents thereof. forming panel. 

I c ^ ami: 9. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 1, 

1. A rehabilitation/training device, said device compris- 55 wherein at least one of said one or more minor pockets is 
m 8 : essentially waterproof. 

a fabric apron including fastening straps spaced apart on 10. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 9, 
opposing sides of said apron, said straps adapted for wherein said essentially waterproof one of said one ore more 
securing said apron on the body of a person; minor pockets comprises expanding side and bottom panels, 

a plurality of pairs of fabric panels attached in layered 60 11. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 10, 
fashion on an anterior portion of said apron, one of each wherein said essentially waterproof one of said one or more 
of said pairs of fabric panels positioned on either side minor pockets formed with said expanding side and bottom 
of an apron; panels is adapted to contain a squeezable object, 

a first of said pairs of fabric panels including one or more 12. A rehabilitation/training device in the form of an 

cooperating snap fasteners secured to adjacent edges of 65 apron, the device comprising: 

complementary portions of said first pair of fabric a fabric body panel including two integral straps spaced 
panels; apart on opposing sides of a midline of said body panel, 
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each said integral strap extending between anterior and 
posterior portions of said body panel and forming an 
arm hole therebetween; 

a first pair of fabric panels attached on said anterior 
portion of said body panel, one of said first pair of 5 
fabric panels positioned on each side of said midline of 
said body panel; 

one or more male snap portions secured to an edge of one 
of said first pair of fabric panels adjacent said midline; 

one or more female snap portions secured to an edge of 10 
another of said first pair of fabric panels adjacent said 
midline, each said female snap portions cooperating 
with a corresponding one of said male snap portions to 
form a snap closure device; 

a second pair of fabric panels attached on said anterior a5 
portion of said body panel layered over said first pair of 
fabric panels, one of said second pair of fabric panels 
positioned on each side of said midline of said body 
panel; 

one or more buttons secured to an edge of one of said 2 o 
second pair of fabric panels adjacent said midline; 

one or more button holes formed in an edge of another of 
said second pair of fabric panels adjacent said midline, 
each said button hole cooperating with a corresponding 
one of said buttons to form a button closure device; 25 

a third pair of fabric panels attached on said anterior 
portion of said body panel layered over said first pair of 
fabric panels and said second pair of fabric panels, one 
of said third pair of fabric panels positioned on each 
side of said midline of said body panel; 30 

a zipper track secured to an edge of each of said third pair 
of fabric panels adjacent said midline; 

a zipper pull integral with one of said zipper tracks and 
cooperating with another of said zipper tracks to form 
a zipper closure device; 35 

a fourth pair of fabric panels attached on said anterior 
portion of said body panel, one of said fourth pair of 
fabric panels positioned on each side of said midline of 
said body panel, each of said fourth pair of fabric 
panels divided into two opposing lip portions; 40 

a plurality of eyelets formed in each of said opposing lip 
portions of each said fourth pair of fabric panels, each 
said eyelet adapted to pass a shoe string through said lip 
portion; 

first and second shoe strings passing through said eyelets 
formed in each of said fourth pair of fabric panels, 
respectively; and 

first and second pockets attached on said anterior portion 
of said body panel, one of said first and second pockets 5Q 
positioned on each side of said midline of said body 
panel. 



12 

13. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
further comprising: 

one or more hooks secured to an edge of one said panels 
of one of said first, second, or third pairs of fabric 
panels adjacent said midline; and 

one or more eyes secured to an edge of a corresponding 
other one of said first, second, or third pairs of fabric 
panels, each said eye cooperating with a corresponding 
one of said hooks to form a hook-and-eye closure 
device. 

14. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
wherein said one or more cooperating male and female snap 
portions further comprise a plurality of cooperating male 
and female snap portions; and 

wherein said cooperating male and female snap portions 
comprise at least two different sizes of cooperating 
male and female snap portions. 

15. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
wherein said one or more cooperating buttons and button 
holes further comprise a plurality of cooperating buttons and 
button holes; and 

wherein said cooperating buttons and button holes com- 
prise at least two different sizes of cooperating male 
and female snap portions. 

16. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
wherein at least one of said first and second pockets is 
formed of an essentially waterproof material. 

17. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 16, 
wherein said one of said first and second pockets formed of 
an essentially waterproof material is adapted to contain a 
hand exercise device. 

18. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 17, 
wherein said one of said first and second pockets formed of 
an essentially waterproof material is formed with accordion 
side and bottom panels. 

19. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 18, 
wherein said hand exercise device comprises a hand exercise 
device selected from the group consisting of (a) a clay mass, 
(b) Silly Putty®, (c) a rubber ball, and (d) a hand grip. 

20. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
further comprising one or more minor pockets, wherein at 
least one of said minor pockets is adapted for receiving and 
carrying a writing implement. 

21. The rehabilitation/training device recited in claim 12, 
wherein one of said first and said second pockets comprises 
at least one minor pocket. 

***** 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

An activity bib worn by an adult and presented for 

interaction by a child facing the adult. The bib includes 

one or more activity means mounted for use by the 

child. 

10 Claims, 11 Drawing Figures 
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tion, the activity means are grouped together, generally slot 82. A layer of material 84 is enclosed by the over- 

in the center of the bib and specifically on an activity lay, with the portion beneath the slot exposed for man- 
pad 24 forming part of the base of the activity bib. Of ual manipulation. Each of the overlays in the texture 

course, if desired, various activity means could be center activity means preferably includes a material 

mounted directly on the base and the activity pad omit- 5 with a distinctive texture (i.e. smooth, rough, abrasive, 

ted. Preferably, the activity pad is affixed about its edge fluffy, etc.). Contact by the child with the various tex- 

to the base of the bib, although it is within the scope of tures will incude varying sensations that stimulate the 

this invention to provide an activity pad bearing one or child's sense of touch and texture discrimination, 

more activity means that is removable from the bib, The digit door activity center 36 is shown in greater 

such as for cleaning or repair or for replacement by 10 detail in FIG. 7 and includes opening 92 extending 

another activity pad possibly bearing different activity through the activity pad and base of the bib. Flap 90 is 

means. For instance, the activity pad may be secured by attached to the activity pad along an upper edge. The 

releasable Velcro® fastener strips to the base. This child may raise the flap, expose the opening and insert 

latter embodiment is advantageous in that the activity his finger into the opening. Manipulation of the digit 

means may be easily changed as appropriate for chil- IS door activity means by the child will develop and rein- 

dren of different ages, abilities or moods, or to change force the child's sense of imagination and play, 

the emphasis of the interaction with the child so as to The shape tablet activity means 38 is shown in greater 

develop different skills or areas of development of the detail in FIGS. 8a and 86. The shape tablet activity 

child. means includes tablet 100. Table 100 includes at least 

In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, activ- 20 one portion 102 (shown as portions 102a and 1026 in 
ity means 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40 and 42 are mounted on FIGS. 8a and 86) mounted on the activity pad and 
the activity pad. It is recognized that the number, char- another portion 104 connected to the activity pad along 
acter, design, size, color, arrangement and distribution one edge at the juncture of the portions 102a and 1026. 
of the activity means on the activity pad may be varied The facing surfaces 106 and 108, respectively of the 
as desired or as is found effective in interacting with a 25 portions 102a and 104, each contain mating releasable 
child. Tab pull activity means 30 is shown in greater fastener sections 110 and 112, respectively. The releas- 
detail in FIG. 3 and includes a pair of aligned openings able fastener sections may, for instance, be constructed 
50 and 52 in the activity pad. The openings define a of Velcro®. Similarly, the opposing surfaces 114 and 
sleeve extending between the activity pad and the base 116 between the portions 1026 and 104 includes releas- 
ed the bib. The openings are enclosed by cover 54. The 30 able fastener sections 118 and 120, respectively. Thus, 
cover is affixed to the activity pad on its longitudinal although illustrated in an intermediate position the por- 
edges, but is open on each end edge. Tab 56 is an elon- tion 104 may be alternately secured to portions 102a or 
gated flexible strip extending through openings 50 and 1026, exposing surfaces 106 and 108; or 114 and 116, 
52 between the sleeve defined by the activity pad and respectively, and the releasable fastener sections 
the base of the bib and is sufficient length so that at least 35 mounted thereon. As is shown in FIG. 8a, each of the 
one end is accessible through the unattached edges of releasable fastener sections is configured in a different 
the cover. Loops 58 and 60 form handles on either end shape, enabling the child to compare and contrast the 
of the tab and have a width greater than that of the shapes as the tag portions are manipulated. Although 
openings, so that the tab may not be pulled through the the shape tablet activity means is shown with various 
openings. The loops also enable the tab to be grasped at 40 geometric forms (triangle, square, circle, and rectangle, 
either end for pulling the tab back and forth in lateral etc.) any shape or size of releasable fastener may be 
direction 62. Preferably, the tab includes attractive indi- employed. Manipulation of the shape tablet by the child 
cia 64 on one or both ends which are alternately shifted enhances his ability to identify basic shapes, 
into view as the tab is pulled back and forth by the The pocket activity means 40 is shown in greater 
child. For the purposes of this application, the term 45 detail in FIGS. 9a and 96 and includes pocket 130 at- 
"indicia" includes any writing, marks, symbols, pic- tached to the activity pad along three edges and in- 
tures, figures, numbers, drawing or the like, or any eludes an open upper edge 132. Various articles (not 
combination thereof. Manual manipulation of the tab shown) may be inserted, stored and retrieved from the 
pull activity means by the child increases his awareness pocket, such as small toys, food, etc. Manipulation of 
of cause and effect and improves eye-hand coordina- 50 the pocket activity means by the child is reinforced by 
tion. various rewards (objects) that may be located in the 

The color slide activity means 32 is shown in greater pocket by the adult, 

detail in FIG. 4 and includes strap 70 affixed at either The pull down activity means 42 is also shown in 

end to the activity pad. The strap is further divided into greater detail in FIGS. 9a and 96 and includes opening 

multiple segments at various intermediate points 72, 74 55 140 in the- activity pad. Pull down tab 142 is located 

and 76 where it is also affixed to the activity pad. Slides within the opening and includes loop 144 on one end 

78 encircle the strap, each within one of the segments forming a handle. The pull down tab is attached at 

and each is thus independently slidable over the strap in another end to an elastic band 146, which is in turn 

lateral direction 80 limited by the points of attachment mounted on the base of the bib beneath the activity pad. 

of the strap to the activity pad. Preferably, the various 60 Indicia 148 (not shown in FIG. 9a), such as a picture of 

slides are colored in one or more different colors in a a face may be applied to the outwardly facing side of the 

manner designed to attract the attention of the child. pull down tab, but is normally hidden behind the activ- 

Manipulation of the color slide activity means rein- ity pad when the elastic band is in a relaxed state. The 

forces the child's sense of primary and secondary color loop 144 may be manually grasped and the pull down 

identification and of movement. 65 tab extended through the opening so as to expose the 

The texture center activity means 34 is shown in indicia. Upon release of the loop, the elastic band auto- 
greater detail in FIGS. 5 and 6 and include one or more matically retracts the pull down tab into the opening, 
overlays 80a, 806, etc. Each of the overlays defines a Although the pull down activity means is illustrated as 
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partially beneath the pocket activity means, it is recog- 
nized that the pull down activity means may be inde- 
pendently located anywhere on the activity pad. Manipy 
ulation of the pull down activity means by the child 
increases his awareness of cause and effect and im- 5 
proves eye-hand coordination. 

Although the invention has been disclosed above, 
with regard to particular and preferred embodiments, 
these are advanced for illustrative purposes only, and 
are not intended to limit the scope of this invention. For 10 
instance, the activity bib of this invention could be inte- 
grally incorporated into an article of clothing, such as a 
T-shirt or jacket Further, one or more of the various 
activity means could be constructed so as to be indepen- 
dently removable and reattachable with respect to the 15 
activity bib, if desired. These variations remain within 
the invention as claimed below. 

What is claimed is: 

1. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising: 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base for interaction with the child while 
in proximity to the adult wherein said at least one / 
activity means comprises color slide activity means 
including a strap mounted at either end of said face 30 
side of said base and a loop slidingly constrained on 
said strap and shiftable between a first and a second 
position on said strap. 

2. The activity bib of claim 1, wherein said strap is 
divided into segments, each of said strap segments in- 35 
eluding a loop slidingly constrained thereon. 

3. The activity bib of claim 2 wherein said plurality of 
loops are each colored a different color. 

4. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising: 40 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; * 45 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base for interaction with the child while 
in proximity to the adult wherein said activity 
means comprises a pocket activity means attached 

to said face side of said base. so 

5. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising: - 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 55 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base for interaction with the child while 

in proximity to the adult wherein said activity 60 
means comprises pull down activity means includ- / 
ing a pull down tab resiliently attached at first end ; 



to said base and including a second end adapted for/ 
manual manipulation, said pull down tab when in a 
relaxed position extending through an opening in 
an activity pad mounted on said face side of said 
base, said pull down tab being extendable to an 
exposed position exteriorly of said activity pad. 

6. The activity bib of claim 5, wherein said pull down 
tab includes outwardly facing indicia exteriorly visible / 
when said tab is in said exposed position.^ 

7. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising: 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base interaction with the child while in 
proximity to the adult wherein said activity means 
comprises digit door activity means including an 
opening in said base and a flap connected along one 
edge to said base adjacent to said opening, said flap 
being movable between an open position exposing 
said opening and a closed position covering said 
opening. 

8. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising: 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base of interaction with the child while 
in proximity to the adult wherein said activity 
means comprises texture center activity means 
having one or more overlays mounted on said base, 
each of said at least one overlays having a slot and 
a layer of material beneath said overlay and ex- 
posed in said slot, said layer of material having a 
texture difTerent than the texture of said base. 

9. An activity bib for use by an adult in conjunction 
with a child, comprising; 

(a) a base having a front and a back and being adapted 
for placement on the torso of the adult; 

(b) means for releasably securing said base to the 
torso of the adult with said front side facing out- 
wards; 

(c) one or more activity means mounted on said face 
side of said base for interaction with the child while 
in proximity to the adult wherein said activity; 
means comprises shape tablet activity means in- ; 
eluding a tablet mounted on said activity pad and 
includling a portion rotatable between first and 
second positions and further comprising release- 
able fastener means each having a difTerent shape 
for securing said portion in either of said first or 
second positions. 

10. The activity bib of claim 9, wherein said releas- 
able fastener means are not mutually co-extensive. 

* • * * » 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is a doll which is useful as a child's plaything, 
useful for teaching the child to count from 1 through 10, 
useful for teaching the child to identify colors, and 
useful to familiarize the child with various wearing 
apparel fasteners. The doll includes at least 10 groups of 
distinctive features with each group being made up of a 
predetermined number of similar features, the predeter- 
mined number being one of the numbers from 1 to 10, so 
that each number from 1 to 10 is represented by at least 
one such group. The doll further includes a number of 
distinctly colored areas and a number of different wear- 
ing apparel fasteners. ? 

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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from view when the doll is fully clothed. Thus, in order 
to count to "9" on the doll, the child must open the 
buttons 26, untie the bow in belt 30, and partially re- 
move the pants 28 and the vest 24. The child is thereby 
encouraged to learn both counting and manipulation of 5 
these types of fasteners. 

The adults can thereafter work with the child until 
the child grasps the concept of counting with the doll. 
In a similar manner to that described above, the child 
can also be taught color identification. Because the doll 10 
is brightly colored and an attractive playmate, the child 
will likely be encouraged to learn color identification. 
Both parties receive benefit from these procedures and 
their relationship will likely be strengthened. 

As a further feature, the doll encourages manipula- 15 
tion of wearing apparel fasteners. As explained above, 
in order to learn to count to nine the child must manipu- 
late buttons 26 and the bow in the belt 30. The child will 
also be encouraged to manipulate zipper 43 in order to 
view the tongue 50. The child's natural curiosity will 20 
also likely compel him to remove various portions of 
the doll's wearing apparel, and he will thus be encour- 
aged to manipulate snap fasteners 46, the buckle 40 on 
the shoe 43, and the bow in the shoelace 42. 

There are also included a plurality of squares 60 on a 25 
bow-tie 61 the doll is wearing. Each square has an area 
of one square inch. The £ inch red and white stripes 59 
.and the one inch square 60 are used to teach the child 
lunits of measure. The bow-tie 61 is attached to the back 
of the doll's neck by a hook and loop (Velcro) fastener 30 
62 (FIG. 3) which provides additional fastener manipu- 
lation experience for the child. 

Still further, the child may learn to distinguish right 
from left since the right shoe 35 has laces 42 while the 
left shoe 33 has a buckle 40. Similarly, the left arm has 35 
two patches while the right arm has one patch. 

As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, 
many modifications and variations of the doll are possi- 
ble. By way of example and not of limitation, it would 
be possible to include some wearing apparel fasteners 40 
and not others, some colors and not others, or a greater 
or lesser number of groups of distinctive features. Ac- 
cordingly, other modifications and variations of the 
invention are possible and the terms and expressions 
used herein are terms of description only and not of 45 
limitation, the invention being limited only by the scope 
of the claims which follow. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A doll useful as a child's plaything and also for 
teaching a child to count from 1 through 10, compris- 50 
ing:^ ~ 

a. two legs, two arms, a torso, and a head portion; and 

b. at least ten groups of distinctive features, each 
group comprising a predetermined number of simi- 
lar features, and said predetermined number being 55 
one of the numbers from one to ten so that each 

. number from one to ten is represented by at least 
one such group; 

wherein said ten groups comprise the following fea- 
tures: 60 

a. one heart-shaped area; 

b. two eyes; 

, c. three stars; 

d. four snap fasteners; / 

e. five distinct points on each of said stars; 65 

f. six eyelashes over one of the eyes; 

g. seven eyelashes over the other of the eyes; 

h. eight shoe eyelets; ; 



4 

1. nine distinct patches; 
j. ten distinct fingers. 

2. The doll of claim 1 wherein: 

a. said heart-shaped area is red; 

b. said two eyes are black and are each surrounded by 
one of said stars; 

c. said stars are yellow; 

d. said limbs are red and white striped; 

e. said eyelashes are black; 

f. said eyelets are white; 

g. said patches are green. 

3. A doll useful as a child's plaything, useful for 
teaching the child to count from one to ten, and useful 
to improve a child's manual dexterity and familiarize 
the child with various types of wearing apparel fasten- 
ers, comprising^ 

a. two legs, two arms, a torso, a shoelace and a head 
portion;/ 

b. at least ten groups of distinctive features, each 
group comprising a predetermined number of simi- 
lar features, and said predetermined number being 
one of the numbers from one to ten so that each 
number from one through ten is represented by one 
such group; 

c. at least one zipper; 

d. at least one snap fastener; / 

e. a removable belt which can be tied in a bow; 

f. at least one buckle fastener; 

g. a series of shoe eyelets through which the shoelace 
can be passed, wherein the shoelace can be tied in 
a bow; 

wherein the ten distinct groups comprise the follow- 
ing features: 

a. one heart-shaped area on the torso; 

b. two star-shaped eyes; 

c. three stars wherein two of said stars form a portion 
of said pair of star-shaped eyes; 

d. four snap fasteners; 

e. five points on at least one of said stars; 

f. six eyelashes over one eye; 

g. seven eyelashes over the other eye; 

h. eight shoe eyelets; 

i. nine patches; 
j. ten fingers. 

4. The doll of claim 3 wherein at least one of the 
patches is located on a portion of the doll which is 
hidden from view when the doll is fully clothed such 
that at least one of a bow or a button must be unfastened 
in order to view said patch. 

5. A doll useful as a child's plaything, useful for 
teaching the child to count from one to ten, and useful 
for teaching the child to identify colors, comprising at 
least ten groups of distinctive features, each group com- 
prising a predetermined number of similar features, and 
said predetermined number being one of the numbers 
from one to ten, so that each number from one to ten is 
represented by one such group, wherein the color of 
each of said features within said group is the same and 
wherein said groups comprise the following: 

a. one red heart-shaped area; 

b. two yellow star-shaped eyes; 

c. three yellow buttons; 

d. four purple snap-fasteners; 

e. five distinct points on each star; 

f. six black eyelashes over one of two eyes; 

g. seven black eyelashes over the other eye; 

h. eight white eyelets on a shoe; 

i. nine green patches; and 
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j. ten red and white striped fingers. 

6. A doll useful as a child's plaything, for teaching the 
child to count from 1 through 10, useful to familiarize 
the child with various, types of wearing apparel fasten- 
ers, and useful for teaching a child to identify eight basic 
colors, comprising: 

a. two legs, two arms, a torso, and a head portion; 

b. at least 10 groups of distinctive features with each 
group being made up of a unique number of similar 
features, said unique number being one of the num- 
bers from 1 to 10, so that each number from 1 to 10 
is represented by one such group, wherein the 
color of each of said features within each said 
group is the same and is one of red, black, yellow, 
white, green, or red and white striped; and 

c. said doll further includes at least one zipper, at least 
one snap fastener, a removable belt which can be 
tied in a bow, a buckle fastener, and a shoelace and 



10 



15 



7. . The doll of claim 6 further including orange hair, a 
blue belt, and shoes which are brown and purple. 

8. The doll of claim 6, wherein: 

a. the zipper is located so as to correspond to the 
doll's mouth and when the zipper is opened a 
tongue is revealed; 

b. said fasteners are located on each of the lower ends 
of each pant leg of a doll's pants and also on a cuff 
which the doll wears on each wrist, the pants and 
cuffs both being removable; 

c. said belt is threaded through a set of belt loops at 
the waist portion of the doll's pants; 

d. said buckle fastener is located on a shoe which can 
be rempved from the doll's foot; 

e. said buttons are located on a removable vest;/ 

f. said shoe eyelets are located on a removable shoe. 

9. The doll of claim 6 wherein a portion of the doll 
corresponding to the hair is orange, a portion corre- 
sponding to the eyes is both yellow and black, a portion 



a series of shoe eyelets, through which the shoelace 20 corresponding to the nose and mouth is red, the doll has 



can be passed and tied in a bow; and 
further including portions of the doll which are any 

of purple, brown, orange or blue; and 
wherein said groups comprise: 

a. one heart-shaped red area on the torso; 

b. two star-shaped eyes with black irises; 

c. three yellow stars wherein two of said stars form a 
portion of said star-shaped eyes;_ 

d. four red and white striped limbs;' 

e. five points on each of said stars; ^ 

f. six black eyelashes over one eye; 

g. seven black eyelashes over the other eye; 

h. eight white shoe eyelets; / 

i. nine green patches; 
j. ten distinct fingers. 



25 



30 



35 



a number of green patches on its outer surface, a remov- 
able belt is blue, and wherein the doll has red and white 
stripes on the outer surface of its body and a pair of 
removable shoes which are purple on the majority of 
the outer surface thereof and brown on the exterior sole 
portion thereof. 

10. The doll of claim 6 wherein at least one of said 
features is located on a portion of the doll which is 
hidden from view when the doll is fully clothed such 
that at least one of a bow or a button must be unfastened 
in order to view said feature. 

11. The doll of claim 6 further comprising indicia of 
units of measurement 

12. The doll of claim 6 further comprising indicia for 
distinguishing right from left. 

***** 
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This invention relates in general to certain new and 
useful improvements in articles of wearing apparel and 1Q 
more particularly to a method and device for designating 
left and right sections forming a pair of articles of wear- 
ing apparel. 

Children often encounter difficulty in determining 
which shoe of a pair fits the left foot and which shoe fits 15 
the right foot. The same problem often arises in the 
case of gloves where the child has difficulty in deter- 
mining which glove fits the right hand and which glove 
fits the left hand. It seems that children have little or 
no difficulty in slipping the particular article on the body. 20 
However, because of the similarity of sizes and shapes of 
each member of a pair of gloves or shoes, confusion often 
arises in the mind of the child. Because of this similarity 
in the articles of a pair, it is often quite difficult to train 
the child to put the proper article on the proper ap- 25 
pendage. 

It is, therefore, a primary object of the present inven- 
tion to provide a pair of articles fitting left and right 
appendages of the body which enable a child to easily 
determine which of the articles of the pair lit the left and 30 
right appendages. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a pair of articles of wearing apparel of the type stated, 
which aid in training a child to determine which of the 
articles fits the left and which of the articles fits the right 35 
appendages. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a pair of articles of wearing apparel of the type 
stated which can be rapidly and inexpensively manufac-. 
tured and which has a unique aesthetic appearance. 40 

It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provided a method of instructing children and teaching 
them to determine which article of a pair of articles of 
wearing apparel fits the left and right appendages. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a method of the type stated which substantially reduces 45 
the supervision required for a child to place the proper 
article of a pair on the proper appendage of the body. 

With the above and other objects in view, my invention 
resides in the novel features of form, construction, ar- 
rangement and combination of parts presently described 60 
and pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings ( 1 Sheet) : 

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a pair of shoes con- 
structed in accordance with and embodying the present in- 
vention and illustrating the right half of a design applied 65 
to the right shoe and the left half of a design applied to 
the left shoe; and 

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of a pair of gloves con- 
structed in accordance with and embodying the present 
invention and illustrating the right half of a design ap- 60 
plied to the right glove and the left half of a design 
applied to the left glove. 

Generally speaking, the present invention relates to a 
pair of articles having left and right sections, such as 
shoes and gloves. Each of the articles forming part of 65 
the pair is provided with a familiar design to children 
where the left article is provided with the left half of 
the design and the right article is provided with the right 
half of the design. The child viewing the article knows 
that the left half of the design is associated with the left 70 
half of the body and the right half of the design is asso- 



ciated with the right half of the body. Accordingly, the 
child is capable of recognizing that the article having the 
left half of the design such as the left shoe fits the left 
foot and the right half of the design on the right shoe fits 
the right foot. 

Referring now in more detail and by reference char- 
acters to the drawings which illustrate practical embodi- 
ments of the present invention, A designates a pair of 
shoes comprising a left shoe 1 and a right shoe 2. The 
actual construction of the body of the shoe is conven- 
tional and is, therefore, not described in detail herein. 
The left shoe 1 generally comprises a shoe upper 3 
mounted on a sole 4 and having a foot receiving aper- 
ture 5. The right shoe generally comprises a shoe upper 
6 mounted on a sole 7 and having a foot receiving aper- 
ture 8. The shoes 1, 2 may be provided with innersoles, 
etc. (not shown). Each of the shoes 1, 2 is also pro- 
vided with inner pads or so-called "sock liners" 9, 10 
respectively. 

Imprinted on or otherwise affixed to the upper surface 
of the inner pad 9 in the region of the shoe receiving aper- 
ture 5 is the left half of a design 11. Also imprinted on 
or otherwise affixed to the inner pad 10 in the region of 
the foot receiving aperture 8 is the right half of a design 
12. The left and right halves 11, 12, respectively of the 
design are located in the region of the foot receiving aper- 
tures 5, 8 respectively so that they are easily visible by the 
wearer. By further reference to FIGURE 1, it can be 
seen that the design selected is a face and that the left [ 
half of the face is imprinted on the inner pad 9 of the 
left shoe 1 and the right half of the face is imprinted 
on the inner pad 10 of the right shoe 2. 

The designs 11, 12 are preferably located near the inner 
margins of the sock liners 9, 10, respectively so that when 
the two shoes 1, 2 are placed in side-by-side relationship, 
the two design halves 11, 12, when viewed from a stand- 
ing position, appear as a single design. In this manner, 
it is easy for a child to determine by visual appearance 
which half of the design is the left half and which half 
is the right half. The child would immediately recognize 
the error of selection of the right and left shoe if the 
design halves did not match. 

In this connection, it should be recognized that the de- 
sign can be imprinted on the pads by means of a stencil 
or any other conventional printing means known in the 
printing art. It should also be recognized that the de- 
signs may be on a suitable backing which can be applied 
by a conventional adhesive. Furthermore, the design 
may be imprinted on a decal which may be applied to 
the inner pads. The present invention is not limited to 
any particlular method of applying each of the halves of 
the designs to the respective shoes. With regard to the 
design itself, it should be understood that any suitable 
design may be employed and the invention is not limited 
to the face illustrated in the drawings. Any design which 
is capable of being divided into two halves which are 
easily recognizable by a child as being left and right 
halves can be employed in the present invention. The 
present invention is not necessarily limited to the placing 
of the design on the inner pad of the shoe and the design 
may be placed in any convenient location as desired. 
For example, the halves of the design may be placed on 
the outer surface of the shoe uppers if they lend an 
aesthetic appearance to the shoes. 

In use, the child attempting to put on a pair of the shoes 
of the present invention will recognize that the shoe 1 
having the left half 11 of the design is associated with the 
left side of the body and will fit the left foot. Similarly 
the child will recognize that the shoe 2 having the right 
half 12 of the design is associated with the right side of the 
body and will fit the right foot. In this manner, the child 
can put on his own pair of shoes without the supervision 
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of an older person. By continually wearing shoes of this 
type, the chh'd will soon learn which of the shoes is to be 
worn on the left foot and which of the shoes is to be worn 
on the right foot. ... 

It is also possible to provide a pair of gloves B having 5 
a left glove 20 and a right glove 21 which are constructed 
in accordance with and embody, the present invention and 
which are illustrated in FIGURE 2.. The actual construc- 
tion of the body of the gloves is conventional and is, there- 
fore, not described in detail herein. The left glove 20 10 
includes a hand portion 22 with the fingers 23. The . 
right glove 21 includes a hand portion 24 with the 
fingers 25. 

Imprinted on or otherwise affixed to the upper surface 
of the hand portion 22 of the glove 20 is the left half 26 15 
of a design. Also imprinted on or otherwise affixed to the 
upper surface of the hand portion 24 of the glove 21 is the 
right half 27 of the design. The design employed in the 
gloves is similar to the design employed to the shoes A 
and may also be affixed in the same manner that the design 20 
halves are affixed to the left and right shoes 1, 2. The 
criteria for the selection of the design in the gloves B is 
the same criteria for selecting the design in the shoes A. 
It should also be recognized that the design halves may be 
placed in any suitable location on each of the gloves 20, 21 25 
and the design is not limited to the position as illustrated. / 

In use, the child attempting to put on a pair of the 
gloves of the present invention . will recognize that the . 
glove 20 having the left half 26 of the design is associated 
with the left side of the body and will fit the left hand. 30 
Similarly, the child will recognize that the glove 21 having 
the right half 27 of the design is associated with the right 
side of the body and will fit the glove 21 on the right hand. 
In this manner, the child can be educated in the same 
manner as with the use of the shoes A. 35 

It should be recognized that the present invention is not 
limited to the articles of wearing apparel illustrated, 
namely shoes and gloves. The present invention can -be 
used with any article of wearing apparel having left and 
right sections. . 40 

It should be understood that changes and modifications 
in the form, construction, arrangement and combination 
of parts presently described and pointed out in the claims 
can be made and substituted for those herein shown with- 
out departing from the nature and principle of my 45 
invention. 
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Having thus described my invention, what I desire to 
claim and secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. An article of wearing apparel having left and right 
sections capable of fitting and being placed over left and 
right appendages of the body, respectively, which append- 
ages are adapted to receive the same, said left section 
having a left half portion of a design, said right section 
having a right half portion of the same design, so that if 
said left and right half portions are placed immediately 
adjacent to each other said portions coact to produce a 
total, unitary design and when said sections are separated 
said portions appear as complementary halves of the same 
design substantially separated by a centerline, said left and 
right half portions of the design being so located on the 
left and right sections of the article so that the wearer of 
this article is capable of distinguishing between left and 
right sections by visual alignment of the left half portion 
of the design with the right half portion of the design, 
thereby properly placing the left and right sections with 
respect to each other and with respect to the proper ap- 
pendages of the body. 

2. The articles of wearing apparel of claim 1, wherein 
the articles are shoes, 

3. The articles of wearing apparel of claim 1 wherein 
the articles are gloves. 

4. The articles of wearing apparel of claim 2, wherein 
the left half of the design is placed on the upper surface 
of the inner pad of the left shoe and the right half of the 
design is placed on the upper surface of the inner pad of 
the right shoe. 

5. The articles of wearing apparel of claim 3, wherein 
the right half of the design is placed on the upper surface 
of the right hand glove and the left half of the design is 
placed on the upper surface of the left hand glove. 
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This invention relates to educational devices 
and has more particular reference to educational 
devices for teaching, children how to tie bow- 
knots, such as thpse made in tying shoe laces, 
bow ties, hair ribbons, and the like. 

One object of the invention is to provide a 
novel educational device, for teaching children 
how to tie bowknots. 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
a . device in the form, of an elongated strip of 
material, such as a. shoe lace, bow tie, hair rib- 
bon, or the like having indicia-in the form of 
markings or pictorial representations ^thereon 
appropriately spaced from the ends of the strip 
and from each other to act as manipulating guide 
markers in tying bowknots. 

A further and more particular object is to pro^ 
vide an eductional shoe lace having pictorial rep- 
resentations thereon especially provided for 
teaching children how to tie a bowknot therein. 

Other objects and advantages of the inven- 
tion will appear in the following specification, 
when considered in connection with the accom- 
panying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view, with parts broken away, 
of a shoe lace embodying the invention, and 

Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are fragmentary views show- 
ing the shoe lace of Fig. 1 applied to a child's 
shoe and illustrating successive steps in tying a 
double bowknot. 

In general, the present invention comprises a 
device in the form of an elongated strip of ma- 
terial, such as a shoe lace, bow tie, hair ribbon, 
or the like, having indicia in the form of mark- 
ings or pictorial illustrations thereon and ap- 
priately spaced from the ends of the strip and 
from each other to act as manipulating guide 
markers to show how the respective ends of the 
strip are to be manipulated in order to tie them 
into a bowknot. 

It is difficult for some people to learn how. to 
tie bowknots; particularly, for children to learn 
how to tie bowknots in their shoe laces. For. the 
purpose of illustration, the invention will be de- 
scribed as applied to a shoe lace for teaching 
children how to tie bowknots therein. 

Referring now to the drawing, there is shown, 
in Fig. l, a shoe lace embodying the invention 
and comprising an elongated, flexible strip 10 
having the usual metal tips 1 1 secured to each 
end and having spaced indicia or guide, markers 
12 and 13 on the right hand end portion, and 
indicia or guide markers 14 and 15 on the left 
hand end portion of the strip. 

The elongated strip 10 mav hp maria *\f omr 
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suitable material such as plastic/leather, or cloth, 
and,, in the case of a shoe lace, it . may be pro- 
vided with metal tips, if desired. In the partic- 
ular embodiment of the invention illustrated, 

0 the lace is made of flat braided material. 

The guide, markers or indicia may be in the 
form, of any kind of mark or pictorial illustra- 
tion,^ In the illustrated example, each of the 
markers 12 and 13 is shown as being a pictorial 
representation of the front , half of a horse- 
while the marker 14 is a pictorial representation 
of the rear half of a horse; and the marker 15 
is a pictorial representation of a horse blanket. 
These, markers or pictorial representations are 

10 applied to both sides of the strip and may be 
made in any suitable manner, such as by print- 
ing, painting, weaving, or by embroidering. Also 
they may be suitably colored to. make them con- 
trast with the color of the shoe lace or strip, m 
the particular embodiment illustrated, the pic- 
tonal representations are printed on both sides 
°i r5 e ! ace m colors contrasting with the color 
. of the lace. It will .be noted that the markers 

25 IC a u d j 3 ? how the front part of a horse with 
^ e ^ ead s facing each other; while the marker 
14 shows the rear end of the horse with the 
tail. pointed toward the blanket 15. This aT- 
ran ^?l nt of tne mustr ations is such as to teach 

■ a child how to form a bowknot by manipulating 

so the nght and left hand ends of the lace 

< Jrft 2 * t0 5 m u clusive ' illustrate the successive 
steps in tying a bowknot in the shoe lace shown 

£ .25' I' Sf? tt haS been laced mt0 * shoel! 
in Fig. 2, the lace is shown as being tied into an 

35 ordinary ^ single knot 16 with the ends extending 

in opposite directions. . The.next step in forming 

a double bowknot is illustrated in Fig 3 in 

that illustration, the right hand end. portion of 

*t i 0W ? as bem * folded u P° n ^elf to 
40 bring the two horses' heads together to form 

ht °I loo P. ,7 ' ready be tied by the left 
^l end ^° rt ^ of ^ lace.. iThe next step, 

LLZl f kft ha ?d en * of the lace around the 
45 S °l ™? 17 at a point just behind the horses' 
heads to simulate placing the blanket on the 

S2 L* 01 ^ Then ' toe left end Potion of the 
lace is doubled upon itself adjacent to the horse's 

*n th^'fiT "? tail aild the Di ^t, With 

50 the tail acting as a guide, is pulled or threaded 

5 *? e lace to form the ^ond loop 18 of 
the double bowknot, as shown in Fig. 5. When 

« ^L^J 7 ^! 8 are tight, it wiU 

Version : 2.0.1.4^ ends of the lace 
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will be of about the same length, thus providing having indicia also in the form of pictorial rep- 

a neat and symmetrical double bowknot. When resentations on the other end portion of tne 

a double bowknot is formed in the manner de- lace to provide a guide for threading said other 

scribed the horse's tail will appear on its bow end portion behind the loop to form a double 

loop 1 8* as pointing in the right direction relative 5 bow knot, said pictorial representations being 

to the head portion on the loop 17. The pre- . so spaced and fragmented that when the bow is ; 

scribed procedure will appeal to the mental f acul- properly tied a unitary pictorial representation 

ties of any child. The successive steps involving is attained. 

matching the horse heads; placing the blanket; 2. An educational shoe lace, as set. forth m 

and threading the tail under the blanket, can 10 claim 1, wherein said first named indicia consists 

easily be remembered, once the instructions are of a pair of spaced pictorial illustrations of the 

made clear. The spacings of the indicia are . head portion of a horse with the horses 1 heads 

such as to make it possible for any person to facing each other and said second named indicia 

tie double bow-knots in which the loops or, bights . .consists of a pair of spaced pictorial fflustra- 

are of uniform length and symmetrical appear^ 15 tions of a horse blanket and the tail portion of 

ance Furthermore, the construction will enable a horse, respectively, with the illustration of 

a child to learn to tie bowknots in a fraction of the horse blanket farthest from the end of the 

the time ordinarily required for that purpose. lace, the arrangement of said illustrations being 

Obviously the invention is not limited to the such as to teach the order in which the respec- 

application of markers or indicia on shoe laces. 20 tive end portions of the lace are to be manipu- 

it can be applied to the tying of bow ties, hair lated to form a symmetrical double bow knot, 

'ribbons, dress sashes, and the like. Moreover, EDNA BARLOW MUX^ER. 

' the markers or indicia may be in the form of any 

desired pictorial illustrations or suitable mark- References Cited in the file of this patent 

ings which serve the same purpose. It is con- 25 UNITED STATES PATENTS 

template* that the pictorial illustrations may .uwrutu t>iAi*o ^ilinio 

-include a wide- variety of mammalia, birds. . in- Number Name e i00 o 

• sects, and the .like, to appeal to children, p 1,917,236 . Bloomstrand July 11.4U3 

. • What is claimed is: 2.145,137 Savers- Jan. .24,, X939 

i !• Ah educational shoe lace for teaching chil- 30 :. 2,313,874 Hume — 1 Mar. 16,-1943 

dren to tie a bow knot having indicia in the 2,385-197 Eisel Sept. 18, 1945 

form of pictorial representations on one end OTHER REFERENCES 

"^tt^SKriStot - Montessori Hand Book, pages 22 and 23. 1912. 

LS*5S?I?S?1?S 5op £ E2*MSa 35 Montessori Method, pages 144-146, 1912. 
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3 Claims. 

1 

My invention relates to a book entitled "All 
By Self," which is designed to serve as an edu- 
cational device for young children. The inven-. 
tion consists in certain new and useful improve- 
ments in book construction, wherein certain 
pages of the book are formed of a /plurality of 
page portions severally formed as elements: of 
wearing apparel in miniature, and equipped with 
fastening means that are manipulative for unitr 
Ihg and disuniting /said elements of wearing 
apparel, in simulation of the operations required 
for a child to dress and undress itself. 

The invention will be understood upon refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
a book that comprises an exemplary embodiment 
of the invention, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view of the book in open posi- 
tion, showing two of the pages in plan; 

Figure 2 is a . fragmentary view of one of the 
pages of the book in cross section, as seen on 
the plane II — n of Figure 1 and to larger scale; 

Figure 3 is a view comparable with Figure 2, 
illustrating a modification in structural detail; 

Figure 4 is a view comparable with Figure 1, 
showing the book opened at another page and 
illustrating a modification; and 

Figure 5 is a view in plan of a single page 
of the book, illustrating still another modifica- 
tion. 

Referring to the drawings, the book will be 
understood to consist of a plurality of pages 1, 
2, 3, 4, etc., formed of fabric, or other suitable 
material which is flexible yet tough and durable 
against tearing and the rough usage to which 
a child may subject the book. The several pages 
of the book may be united by stitching, or other 
conventional means within the ken of the book 
binder, so that the book may be laid open as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, and the pages turned 
one by one on the medial line 10 of the book. 
In this case the fabric and structure of the 
book is such as to permit the book to be laundered 
and thus kept in cleanly condition. 

In Figures 1 and 2, page 2 of the book is shown 
to be formed of a basal page section to which 
two portions II and 12 are firmly attached, as 
by means of two outer lines of stitching 13. 
The two portions I I and 12 are formed of fabric 
in simulation of a skirt, equipped with a hook-., 
less or slide fastener 14 of conventional structure, 
whose two tape elements 15 and 16 are severally 
secured to the adjacent edges of the skirt por- 
tions II and 12 and equipped with lines of com- 
plementary, fastener elements or "buckets" 17 
and 18 adapted to be engaged and disengaged 



(CI. 35—56) 

2 

by the movement of the slide 14 therealong. 
Upon moving the -slide. 14 downward from the 
position in which it is shown in Figure 1, the two 
lines of fastener elements are disengaged and 

6 the. two skirt portions II and .12 are separated 
t after the manner that a normal skirt or other 
pieced of wearing apparel is separated preparatory 
to applying it to, or removing it from the person. 
Alternately, by moving the slide 1 4. upward the 

10 two lines of fastener elements are engaged and 
the two skirt portions II and 12 united, as the 
normal parts of a piece of apparel are united 
for wear. A child, by manipulating and "play- 
ing" with the slide fastener, will by practice 

15. learn to engage and disengage the two portions 
M and 12, which are in this case presented in 
the form of a miniature skirt, and, thus by 

. practice and by mental association of the page 
• . with an actual . article of wearing apparel (a 

.20. skirt in this case) ? will quickly learn the funda- 
mental motions required to apply or remove the 
actual article of wearing apparel, as it must do 
. in learning to dress or undress itself/ 

On page 1, opposite to the page bearing the 

25 miniature article of wearing apparel, appropriate 
pertinent legends may be printed or otherwise 
' applied, further to enhance the primary edu- 
cation of the child using the book. 
In Figure 3, I illustrate that the body of the 

30 page (2a) may itself be medially parted, as at 
19, and the two tapes 15a and 16a of the slide 
fastener elements may be stitched severally to 
the adjacent edges of the page sections. The 
representation of the two portions II and (2 of 

as the article of wearing apparel, which in Figures 1 
and 2 are shown as independent page portions 
(II and 12) stitched to the page body 2, may 
be applied by stenciling, printing or other form 
of application, to the face of the page, whereby 

An the desired instructive or educational results may 
be obtained. 

There is a wide variety of representations of 
wearing apparel that may be incorporated in 
the multipart pages of the book of this inven- 

45 tion, and many structural modifications are per- 
missible without departing from the essence of 
the invention defined in the appended claims. 
. It is unnecessary to an understanding of the 
invention that all of the modifications con- 

50 templated be illustrated and described, and it 
will suffice for those skilled in the art to con- 
sider the structures shown in Figures 4 and 5. 

In Figure 4, I illustrate that the page 3 may 
be creased and folded along the line 20, bring- 

55 ing a page portion 3a into overlapped position 
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upon page portion 3b. Upon the up-faced area 
of the page portion 3a the representation in 
miniature of a pair of panties or drawers 21 is 
applied. A button hole 22 is formed in the page 
portion 3a, while a button 23 is sewed or other- g 
wise secured to the page portion 3b immediately 
beneath said button hole. By proper manipula- 
tions a child may learn to button and unbutton 
the two page portions 3a and 3b, and soon learn 
how to use its accomplishment in applying or 10 
removing buttoned articles of wearing apparel 
while dressing and undressing itself. While the 
article of apparel 21 is in this instance formed 
of cloth stitched upon the cloth page portion 3a, 
it will be understood that the article 21 may 15 
consist in an applique of printing or the like. 

In Figure 5, page 4 of the book is shown as bear- 
ing the representation of a boot or shoe 24, with 
the top or upper portions 25 and 26 thereof sepa- 
rated, as at 27, and provided with eyes or eye- 2Q 
lets 28 adapted to be united in usual way by 
means of a shoe lace 29. The top or upper por- 
tions 25 and 26 may be independent elements 
united to the. face of the page by stitching, with 
the -remainder of the shoe body depicted by a 
printed application to the page. Alternately, the 
entire body of the shoe may be applied to the 
page by printing, or the like, and the substance 
of the page deleted where required to provide 
the separation 27. The perforations 28 are, in 
such case, formed, in the body of the page in 
proper relation with respect to the shoe repre- 
sented. The use of. the structure in teaching a 
child to lace and unlace its shoes is manifest. 
I claim: 35 
1. A device for teaching a child the successive 
manipulations required for dressing and undress- 
ing itself, comprising a book having a plurality 
of -pages which each include as permanent ele- 
ments two . relatively movable page portions 4Q 
formed as complementary parts of an item of 
- wearing apparel in miniature, fastening means on 
one of said page portions, and complementary 
fastening means on the other of said page por- 



tions adapted by manipulation to unite and dis- 
unite such portions.^ 

2. A device for teaching a child the successive 
manipulations required for dressing and undress- 
ing itself, comprising a book having a plurality 
of pages which each include as permanent ele- 
ments two relatively movable page portions 
formed as complementary parts of an item of 
wearing apparel in miniature, and fastening 
means manipulative for uniting and disuniting 
said page portions in simulation of the operation 
incident to a child dressing and undressing itself. 

3. A page for a book adapted to teach a child 
the successive manipulations required for dress- 
ing and undressing itself, said page comprising a 
supporting sheet having secured thereto and con- 
stituting a permanent element thereof a relative- 
ly movable part which with other elements ap- 
pearing on the page forms an illustration of an 
article of apparel, the movable part being manipu- 
latable to render the illustration simulative of 
the article in either , its applied or unapplied con- 
dition whereby a child may use the same to per- 
form at least some of the movements associated 
with the wearing or removal of the simulated ap- 
parel. 

KATHRYN K. CLARK. 
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In Figure 7 the Teddy bear 24 Is shown as pages, fragmental clothing elements secured 
clothed lor outdoors; Adjacent outer garment .along the marginal edges thereof to each of said 
sections 59 and 60 are carried by the figure 24 pages about said figure, and correlated inter- 
on this sixth page 61 of the book. The adjacent engaging fastening means carried by said f rag- 
garment sections 59 and 60 are secured together r , mental clothing elements. 

along their adjacent edges by a zipper fastener, 4. An educational toy comprising a book hav- 

including a slider 62, Interengaging locking ing a plurality of pages, a figure on each of said 

teeth 64 are carried by the adjacent edges of the pages, fragmental clothing elements secured 

garment members 59 and 60. and are engageable along the marginal edges thereof to each of said 

with each other by the operation or sliding move- io pages about said figure, in proper clothing rela- 

ment of the slider 62 along the length of the tion thereto, and correlated interengaging fasten- 

interengaging members in the conventional ing means carried by said fragmental clothing 

manner. elements./ 

In Figure 8 the* Teddy bear 24 is shown as 5. An educational toy comprising a book having 

fully clothed for the outdoors and is provided lo a plurality of pages, a figure on each of said 

with a pair of gloves 66. The gloves 66 are the pages, fragmental clothing elements secured 

conventional type gloves and are carried on the along the marginal edges thereof to said pages 

figure 24 by securing the back of the gloves to in proper relation to said figure, the clothing 

the page 6T in their proper relation to the out- elements on successive pages embodying clothing 

stretched hands. With the back of the gloves >o elements of the successive stages of dressing, and 

thus secure, the hand of the student may be " fastening means for said clothing elements / on 

inserted into the gloves, although the gloves may each of said successive stages, 

not be readily removed from the figure 24 or 6. An educational toy comprising a book having 

from the book. a plurality of pages, a figure on each of said 

With the use of this educational book 20, the .-5 pages, fragmental clothing elements secured 
various stages of dressing are shown to a student along the marginal edges thereof to certain of 
in their successive relation. While the separate said pages in clothing relation to said figure, the 
garments used in the successive stages are not clothing elements of the successive pages em- 
carried at any one place in the book altogether bodying clothing elements of the successive stages 
on one figure, the various figures exemplify the 59 of dressing, and fastening means for said cloth- 
figure 24 as it would appear as clothed up to. ing elements of each of said successive stages, 
that stage which is pictured on the certain page the clothing elements of each of said pages em- 
at which the book is opened. bodying fastening means peculiar to that style/ 

I do not mean to confine myself to the exact of clothing elements as differentiated from the 

details of construction herein disclosed, but claim 3,-, fastening means of clothing elements of adjacent 

aU variations falling within the purview of the pages. " ' 

appended claims. • ■ JUDY BELLAMY HOWELL. 

What I claim is: • ; . 

1. An educational toy comprising substantially REFERENCES CITED 

rigid pages hingedly connected together along 40 The following references are of record in the 

one edge thereof, a figure on each of said pages, fi] e 0 f patent: 

said pages having portions of articles of clothing rrMrrpn statfs patfimt* 

on said figure and correlated interengaging fas- united states patents 

tening means carried by the adjacent edges of Number Name Date 

said portions of clothing on each page for secur- 4;, 1,509,548 Fleischer Sept. 23, 1924 

ing said portions together. - 1,519,934 Ross ; Dec. 16, 1924 

2. An educational toy comprising a book having 1,767,090 Miller June 24, 1930 

a plurality of pages, a figure on each of said ' 2,143,294 Whiting Jan. 10, 1939 

pages, a clothing element secured to certain of other references 

said pages about said figure, means securing the 50 vxxir*£* "^^^ 

marginal edge of said clothing element to said. "The Montessorl Method" by Maria Montes- 

page, and interengaging fastening means carried sori; translated by Anne E. George; 6th ed; 

by said clothing element. Frederick A. Stokes Co., N. Y., 1912. Copy in 

3. An educational toy comprising a book having Div. 53. Pages 145, 146 and illustrations facing 
a plurality of pages, a figure on each of said 65 pages 145, 200. 
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Squeak E Mouse Gets Dressed 

This very fashionable mouse is sure to quickly 
become a favorite friend. Child will learn how to 
dress Squeak E Mouse by pulling on his pants, 
buttoning his shirt, zippering his jacket, pulling 
up his hood, buckling and typing his shoes, and 
snapping his backpack. 



Includes: 

Ages 18 months and up 
Machine wash cold 
delicate cycle. Hang to 
dry. 

14.5" x 9" 
(Si 




• Dr. Toy - 100 Best Children's 
Products 

• Dr. Toy - 10 Best Active 
Products 



#155000-104 

Price: $29.99 



Unlike other "dress me" toys, Squeak E Mouse's 
clothing can be completely removed. Great for 
developing hand-eye coordination and learning 
dressing sequence. Brightly colored Squeak E is 
sure to attract attention and be a pal for life with 
his soft huggable body and curly-Q tail. 




Know a Friend Who 
Would Like This? 



Email this product to a friend. 
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My Friend Earl E. Bird 



Every little one deserves a pal like Earl E. Bird. From his soft 
huggable body to the rattling tip of his feet, he is a true 
playmate. Believing in the more the merrier, Earl brought 
along his friend, Squeak E. Mouse, who actually squeaks to 
share in the fun! Babies will sneak a peek of themselves in 
Earl's hidden mirror under his red triangular backpack. Also, 
Earl can be attached to anything, making him the perfect 
travelling chum. 



More 
Information. 



Top of Pa ge 



http://web.archive.org/web/20020624220220/http://www .leamonyourown.com/productdetail... 3/31/05 



Squeak E Mouse Gets Dressed 



Page 2 of 2 
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My Virtual Photo Album Page 1 of 1 

Tater and me...and baby makes three... 




And so it was that Hasbro created this unusual Potato Head 
variation in 1977. Baby Potato Head accompanied the large 
armless Potato Heads of the time with similar styles and pieces. 
But unlike his armless counterpart, Baby Potato Head had arms 
and was half rag doll with accessories to teach kids how to dress 

themselves. Baby Potato Head may not have stayed on the 
market very long, but he will always have a special place in the 
heart of a true Tater Head collector like me! 



Back 



Next 



Home 



Toy Information 



http://www.angelfire.com/ab2/ablpph/99thpage.html 
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Set Items Description 

51 14 4138 LEARN? OR TEACH? OR TAUGHT? OR DRILL? 

52 94 733 EDUCAT? OR INSTRUCT? OR TUTOR? OR LESSON? 

53 316611 FASTEN? OR SNAP OR SNAPS OR ZIPPER? OR CLIP? OR CLASP? 

54 220363 PULLTAB? OR TAB OR TABS OR RETAINER? OR RETAINING? OR BOW 

OR BOWS 

55 171404 SNAPHOOK? OR BUTTON? OR BUCKL? OR STRING? OR LACE? OR VELC- 

RO? 

56 259286 DRAWSTRING? OR CINCH? OR TIGHTENER? OR TIGHTENING? OR SLID 

ER? OR SLIDING? 

57 88218 CLOSUR? OR SHOELAC? OR HOOK(2W) (EYE OR EYES) 

58 136275 APPAREL?- OR CLOTHE? OR CLOTHING? OR GARMENT? OR SHIRT? OR 

PANTS OR COAT? ? 

59 50425 SWEATER? OR VEST? ? OR TROUSER? OR BLOUSE? OR JACKET? OR S 

HORTS 

510 33999 DRESS OR DRESSES OR SKIRT? OR TSHIRT? OR TEESHIRT? 

511 28 62 HUMANOID? OR ANTHROPOMOR? OR HUMANLIKE? OR HUMAN () LIKE? OR 

HUMAN? (3N) (SIMULAT? OR RESEMB? OR FEATUR? OR CHARACTERI ST ? OR 
ATTRIBUT? OR TRAIT? OR FACE? OR FACIAL?) 

512 210671 EYE OR EYES OR EAR OR EARS OR NOSE? OR MOUTH? OR LIP OR LI 

PS OR EYEBROW? 

513 505988 ARM OR ARMS OR LEG OR LEGS OR LIMB? ? OR APPENDAG? OR HAIR 

OR FAIRY OR FAIRIE? 

514 174550 ELF OR ELVES OR ELFIN OR PIXIE? OR TEETH OR CHARACTER? ? 

515 7651 FIGURIN? OR CARTOON? OR TOON? ? OR ANIMAT? OR PUPPET? OR S 

OCKPUPPET? OR HANDPUPPET? 

516 64195 CHILD? OR TOT OR TOTS OR PRETEEN? OR PRE () TEEN? OR YOUTH? 

OR YOUNG? OR KINDER? 

517 2254 6 TODDLER? OR INFANT? OR BABY OR BABIE? OR NEWBORN? OR NEW ( ) 

BORN? 

518 272177 MEDIA OR BOOK? OR TV OR TELEVISION? 

519 50244 8 RADIO OR CARD? ? OR FLASHCARD? OR MOVIE? OR VIDEO? 

520 162241 CD OR CDS OR DVD OR DVDS OR VHS OR INTERNET? 

521 170511 STORY OR NARRATIV? OR PLOT? ? OR TALE? ? OR INTERACT? OR D 

EMONSTRAT? 

522 273937 IC=(G09B? OR G09F? OR A63J? OR A44B? OR B43L? OR A63H? OR 

A63F? OR A41D?) 

523 79 S1:S2 AND S3:S7 AND S8:S10 AND S11:S15 

524 23 S23 AND S16:S22 

525 79 S23:S24 
( S26 / 79 -IDPAT (sorted in duplicate/non-duplicate order) 
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Set Items Description 

51 14 4138 LEARN? OR TEACH? OR TAUGHT? OR DRILL? 

52 94733 EDUCAT? OR INSTRUCT? OR TUTOR? OR LESSON? 

53 316611 FASTEN? OR SNAP OR SNAPS OR ZIPPER? OR CLIP? OR CLASP? 

54 220363 PULLTAB? OR TAB OR TABS OR RETAINER? OR RETAINING? OR BOW - 

OR BOWS 

55 171404 SNAPHOOK? OR BUTTON? OR BUCKL? OR STRING? OR LACE? OR VELC- 

RO? 

56 259286 DRAWSTRING? OR CINCH? OR TIGHTENER? OR TIGHTENING? OR SLID- 

ER? OR SLIDING? 

57 88218 CLOSUR? OR SHOELAC? OR HOOK(2W) (EYE OR EYES) 

58 136275 -APPAREL? OR CLOTHE? OR CLOTHING? OR GARMENT? OR SHIRT? OR - 

PANTS OR COAT? ? 

59 50425 SWEATER? OR VEST? ? OR TROUSER? OR BLOUSE? OR JACKET? OR S- 

HORTS 

510 33999 DRESS OR DRESSES OR SKIRT? OR TSHIRT? OR TEESHIRT? 

511 2862 HUMANOID? OR ANTHROPOMOR? OR HUMANLIKE? OR HUMAN () LIKE? OR 

HUMAN? (3N) (SIMULAT? OR RESEMB? OR FEATUR? OR CHARACTERIST? OR 
ATTRIBUT? OR TRAIT? OR FACE? OR FACIAL?) 

512 210671 EYE OR EYES OR EAR OR EARS -OR NOSE? OR MOUTH? OR LIP OR LI- 

PS OR EYEBROW? 

513 505988 ARM OR ARMS OR LEG OR LEGS OR LIMB? ? OR APPENDAG? OR HAIR 

OR FAIRY OR FAIRIE? 

514 174550 ELF OR ELVES OR ELFIN OR PIXIE? OR TEETH OR CHARACTER? ? 

515 7 651 FIGURIN? OR CARTOON? OR TOON? ? OR ANIMAT? OR PUPPET? OR S- 

OCKPUPPET? OR HANDPUPPET? 

516 64195 CHILD? OR TOT OR TOTS OR PRETEEN? OR PRE () TEEN? OR YOUTH? - 
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517 22546 TODDLER? OR INFANT? OR BABY OR BABIE? OR NEWBORN? OR NEW ( ) - 

BORN? 

518 272177 MEDIA OR BOOK? OR TV OR TELEVISION? 

519 502448 RADIO OR CARD? ? OR FLASHCARD? OR MOVIE? OR VIDEO? 

520 162241 CD OR CDS OR DVD OR DVDS OR VHS OR INTERNET? 
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Educational doll system has clothing with fasteners and buttons , 

shoes with laces and removable backpack with book pocket and built-in 

lunchbox 

Patent Assignee: HAYWOOD K L (HAYW-I) 
Inventor: HAYWOOD K L 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 20020086273 Al 20020704 US 2000751739 A 20001229 200272 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date): US 2000751739 A 20001229 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
US 20020086273 Al 7 G09B-019/00 

Educational doll system has clothing with fasteners and buttons , 
shoes with laces and removable backpack with book pocket and built-in 
lunchbox 
Abstract (Basic) : 

The doll (20) has a head (22) with hair (23), torso and lower 
portions and wears garments with buttons (36) and fasteners (37) 
as well as shoes with laces (38) and a belt with a buckle . A 
detachable backpack (50) with snap - fastened straps (51,53,55) has 
pockets for containing a book and pencil, and an interior space 
acting as a lunchbox. 
... The doll is used to teach basic skills to children e.g. how 

.to dress and groom themselves, use buttons , fasteners , buckles , 
tie their laces and comb their/ hair . The detachable backpack can be 
used to carry a book and their lunch... 

...The doll is a friendly and safe educational aid. It is cheaply, easily 
and efficiently manufactured. Children can carry the doll with them 
and is also provides them with a lunchbox and book holder... 

The drawing shows a schematic of the educational doll... 

Hair (23... . 

Buttons (36. . . 
Fastener ( 37 . . . 

Laces (38 . . . 

Snap fastener (55 
Title Terms: EDUCATION ; 

International Patent Class (Main) : G09B-019/00 
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US 20020086273A1 



(i9) United States 

(12) Patent Application Publication ao Pub. No.: US 2002/0086273 Al 

Haywood (43) Pub. Date: Jul. 4, 2002 



(54) EDUCATIONAL DOLL SYSTEM 

(76) Inventor: Kevin L. Haywood, Los Angeles, CA 
(US) 

Correspondence Address: 
Kaardal & Associates, PC 
Attn: Ivar M. Kaardal 
Suite 250 

3500 South First Ave. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105-5802 (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 09/751,739 

(22) Filed: Dec. 29, 2000 

Publication Classification 
(51) Int. CI. 7 G09B 19/00 



(52) U.S. CI 434/260 



(57) 



ABSTRACT 



An educational doll system for providing a friendly and safe 
educational aid to teach children how to dress and groom^ 
themselves. The educational doll system includes a doll with 
a head portion, a torso portion and a lower portion as well 
as a plurality of garments on the torso portion and lower 
portion of the doll; the garments include a plurality of 
fasteners designed for teaching children to fasten and undo 
the fasteners; and a backpack removably coupled to the torso 
portion of the doll, and having a pair of shoulder straps such 
that a shoulder of the torso portion of the doll is extended 
through one of the shoulder straps whereby the backpack is 
supported on a back of the torso portion of the doll. 
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Tactile audio stuffed animal figurine , e.g. teddy bear - is made of 
disparate materials, each corresp. to particular portion of body such 
that blind person can effect dressing and undressing of figure for 
learning purposes 

Patent Assignee: LEYSER D (LEYS-I) 

Inventor: LEYSER D 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 5489231 ^ A 19960206 US 94299961 A 19940902 199612 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 94299961 A 19940902 
Patent Details: L 
Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes • 
US 5489231 A 8 A63H-003/28 

Tactile audio stuffed animal figurine , e.g. teddy bear. . . 

. . .portion of body such that blind person can effect dressing and 
undressing of figure for learning purposes 

...Abstract (Basic): A zipper (22) extends along a front of the main body 
portion and allow access to audio. . . 

...positioned within the stuffed animal (12). Sounds are reproduced from an 
audio tape cassette for instructing the individual and for 
selectively recording audio messages as desired through a speaker... 
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A stuffed animal for providing tactile and audio stimulation 
to an individual. The inventive device includes a stuffed 
animal formed of a plurality of disparate materials, with 
each material corresponding to a particular portion of the 
body such that a blind person can effect dressing and 
undressing of the figure for learning purposes. An audio 
recorder and player is provided within the stuffed animal for 
, instructing the individual and for selectively recording audio' 
messages as desired. , 
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Activity teaching method for young children - ... 

. . .uses series of decorated bags of different materials and fastener 
types to teach perceptual, tactile, numerical and dressing skills 

...Abstract (Basic): A series of bags of different sizes, shapes, colours, 
materials, textures and fasteners are successively presented to a 
child for visual inspection and feeling. The fasteners of each bag 
are different and include grippers, snaps , clips , buckles , hooks 
and eyes , slide fasteners , shoestring laces , buttons and loops, 
drawstrings , buttons and button holes and hooked-pile fasteners 



...shapes, sizes, colour and materials. Visual and tactile perception, 

numerical skills and self-dressing are taught through this method. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method of teaching comprises successively present- 
ing to a child a series of bags of different sizes, shapes, 



colors, materials, textures and fasteners for visual in- 
spection and feeling. The fasteners of each bag are dif- 
ferent and include grippers, snaps, clips, buckles, hooks 
and eyes, zippers, shoestring laces, buttons and loops, 
drawstring, button and button hole and Velcro. The 
bags are all made of different materials, including cotton 
cloth, flannel, plastics, abrasives, sponge rubber, elastic 
and others. Each bag has a panel of a shape, color and 
material different from the basic color and material of 
the bag. And each bag has applied to its back panel 
ornaments in groups from 1 to 10 of different shapes, 
sizes, color and material, and wherein the ornaments of 
each group are of uniform size, shape, color and mate- 
rial. Further steps include the successive visually exam- 
ining and feeling each of the bags for learning to distin- 
guish colors, shapes, sizes, and material and the feeling 
and visually inspecting of the groups of ornaments for 
numerical perception and learning. These steps also- 
assist the child in learning to dress himself. > 
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portrayed as characters in story in selected media e.g. book, 
television or radio rendition, 

Abstract (Basic) : 

The system includes group of articles e.g. zipper , snap , 
button , buckle portrayed as characters in a story in a selected 
media e.g. book, television or radio rendition, movie... 
For facilitating early childhood education . 

...Ensures reliable facilitating of early childhood education while, 
familiarizing child with articles used in story. Ensures promoting 
self esteem of child . 
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Manipulative teaching aid for developing discourse level of language 
development in children , has indicia removably attached to body, arm , 
and legs , through indicia fasteners 

Abstract (Basic) : 

... Indicia are removably attached to the body (1), arms (8), and 

legs (14) through indicia fasteners (12). The body contains eyes 
(4) and attachment member (6) such as a loop of fabric which allows 
teaching aid to be suspended from hook or door knob. The arms 
terminate in hands (10). A cavity (7) allows insertion of user's hand 
to the body so that teaching might be manipulated as hand puppet . 

For developing discourse level of language development in 
children . 



...Helps children reconstruct and express their personal experiences in 
their own words. Helps children reconstruct storybook content in 
their own words. Is responsive to individual differences in learning . 
Enables a teacher to focus intervention of children with 
disabilities who are playing and learning together with typically 
developing peers. Helps children retain information by relating 
components. Helps children infer information that is not directly 
stated. Helps children initiate participation at their own pace. 
Helps children to think critically and to prepare themselves for the 
future. . . 

...The figure is a view of teaching aid unadorned with indicia... 

. . . Eyes (4 . . . 
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. . . Indicia fasteners ( 12 . . . 

. . . Legs ( 1 4 
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ABSTRACT 



The present invention is a manipulative teaching aid' 
designed to develop the discourse level of language devel- 
opment in children. The invention builds narrative or dis- 
course skills, which connect speech with written language. 
The present invention has a soft, flexible body member from 
which a plurality of arm and leg members protrudes. Addi- 
tionally, there are a plurality of indicia that removably attach 
to the body, leg, and arm members. The arm members serve 
as a means to attach the invention to the child or teacher. The 
leg members hold removable indicia that represent /action 
sequences of a story including an initiating event, reactions 
to the action sequences, internal responses/feelings resulting 
from the action sequences, and the resolution of the story. 
The body member holds removable indicia that create the 
identity of the character in the story and the setting of the 
story. The teaching aid may be worn, touched and moved by 
a person. 
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Helping Your Child Learn Self-Care. 
... 19870400) 

Practical advice for parents of handicapped childrenO is the focus of 
this issue on self-care skills including self -feeding, dressing, and 
personal hygiene. Ten initial tips for teaching skills to children 
include constant repetition, modeling, and keeping verbal instruction to 
a minimum. The section on self-feeding addresses the topics of voluntary 
swallowing, chewing, hand- mouth feeding, good manners, praise, and 
dealing with negative habits. Tips on dressing and undressing give 
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clothing , as well as zipping and buttoning . Ways to facilitate the 
child 1 s ability to practice and respond positively to personal hygiene 
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Kurt: In the NPL there may be some moderately useful results here which teach some of the methods put 
forth in the claims. There is quite a bit of literature involving teaching young, or disabled, children how to 
fasten, button, zip, etc. 




13/3,AB,K/3 (Item 3 from file: 1) 

DIALOG (R) File 1:ERIC 

(c) format only 2004 The Dialog Corporation. All rts. reserv. 

00666989 ERIC NO. : ED288324 CLEARINGHOUSE NO. : EC201202 
Helping Your Child Learn Self -Care. 

Murphy, Linda; Corte, Suzanne Delia 

9pp. 

Special Parent/Special Child, v3 n2 Mar-Apr 1987 
April 1987 (19870400) 
NOTES: For the 1986 issues, see ED 278 182. 

Practical advice for parents of handicapped children is the focus of this 
issue on self-care skills including self -feeding, dressing, and personal 
hygiene. Ten initial tips for teaching skills to children include 
constant repetition, modeling, and keeping verbal instruction to a minimum. 
The section on self-feeding addresses the topics of voluntary swallowing,- 
chewing, hand-mouth feeding, good manners, praise, and dealing with 
negative habits. Tips on dressing and undressing give directions for 
teaching skills related to handling each article of clothing , as well as 
zipping and buttoning . Ways to facilitate the child's ability to practice 
and respond positively to personal hygiene routines (bathing, handwashing, 
toothbrushing) are supplemented by a section on good grooming for 
adolescents. (JW) 

. . .parents of handicapped children is the focus of this issue on 
self -care skills including self - feeding, dressing, and personal hygiene-. 
Ten initial tips for teaching skills to children include constant 
repetition, modeling, and keeping verbal instruction to a minimum. The 
section on self-feeding addresses the topics of voluntary swallowing, 
chewing, hand-mouth feeding, good manners, praise, and dealing with 
negative habits. Tips on dressing and undressing give directions for 
teaching skills related to handling each article of clothing , as well as 
zipping and buttoning . Ways to facilitate the child's ability to practice 
and respond positively to personal hygiene routines (bathing, handwashing, 
toothbrushing) are supplemented by a section on. . . 



13/3,AB,K/4 (Item 4 from file: 1) 

DIALOG (R) File 1 : ERIC 

(c) format only 2004 The Dialog Corporation. All rts. reserv. 

00313610 ERIC NO. : EJ167972 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: EC100203 
Button Up! A Systematic Approach for Teaching Children to Fasten 
Edgar, Eugene; And Others 

Teaching Exceptional Children, 9, 4, 104-5, Sum 77 
1977 (19770000) 

Described is a systematic approach by which young handicapped children 
can learn to zip, snap, and button their clothes. (CL) 



Button Up! A Systematic Approach for Teaching Children to Fasten 
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•DIALOG (R) File 11 : PsycINFO (R) 

(c) 2004 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rts. reserv. 
0000737908 1979-14515-001 

Teaching buttoning to severely/profoundly retarded multihandicapped 
children. 

AUTHOR: Adel son- Bernstein, Nancy; Sandow, Lynda 

AUTHOR AFFILIATION: Suffolk Developmental Ctr, Melville, NY 

JOURNAL: Education & Training of the Mentally Retarded, Vol 13(2), 178-183 

, Apr, 1978 

PUBLISHER: Council for Exceptional Children/Div on Mental Retardation- -US 

ABSTRACT: Provides a detailed guide to teaching buttoning as one aspect of 
learning dressing skills. Descriptions of a suitable garment and ways to 
teach the child to find and grasp the button, pull the button, find 
the hole, put the button in the hole, and button his/her own clothing 
are included along with words of encouragement for the teacher. (PsycINFO 
Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved) 

ABSTRACT: Provides a detailed guide to teaching buttoning as one aspect of 
learning dressing skills. Descriptions of a suitable garment and ways to 
teach the child to find and grasp the button, pull the button, find 
the hole, put the button in the hole, and button his/her own clothing 
are included along with words of encouragement for the teacher. (PsycINFO 
Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved) 
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DIALOG (R) File 47: Gale Group Magazine DB(TM) 
(c) 2004 The Gale group. All rts. reserv. 

06251207 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 82013202 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

It's Josh, B'Gosh. (Children's Notes) . (Josh Takes a Trip/Josh Gets Ready 
for School/Who's Hiding Josh) (book review) 

Publishers Weekly, 249, 2, 62(1) 
Jan 14, 2002 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Review ISSN: 0000-0019 LANGUAGE: English 

RECORD TYPE: Full text 

WORD COUNT: 176 LINE COUNT: 00015 

... the lif t-the-f lap book, Who's Hiding, Josh? by Nancy Krulik, illus. 

by Jason Wolff, And a denim cloth book fastened with overall straps 
teaches kids how to zip , snap and more in How to Get Dressed. 
(S&S/Little Simon, $8.99 16p -84058-6; Get Dressed $17.95 8p ages 1-3... 



13/3,AB,K/14 (Item 7 from file: 47) 

DIALOG (R) File 47: Gale Group Magazine DB(TM) 
(c) 2004 The Gale group. All rts. reserv. 

03987822 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 14236599 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

Lights ... camera ... actionl (how to take creative home videos) (includes 
related articles) 

Barlow, Bart 

Parents' Magazine, v68, nil, p312(2) 
Nov, 1993 

ISSN: 1047-8574 LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT; ABSTRACT 

WORD COUNT: 1117 LINE COUNT: 00083 

ABSTRACT: The ways of making creative home videos include having children 
pretend they are hosts of their own television show, taking videos of the 
family pet and making videos of birthday parties to send to relatives. 

... about how he made it and what it means. You can even show work in 

progress, along with materials used. 

"I can do it!" Older children proudly demonstrate shoe trying, — ~ 
buttoning , and other basic skills for the benefit of younger kids~ * 

Wide world of sports. Get that 
minicam-attached-to-the-bobsledder ' s-helmet look by... 



13/3,AB,K/15 (Item 8 from file: 47) 

DIALOG (R) File 47: Gale Group Magazine DB(TM) 
(c) 2004 The Gale group. All rts. reserv. 

03633129 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 11569529 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

A celebration of black identity toys. 

Ebony, v47, n2 , p23(3) 
Dec, 1991 

CODEN: EBONA ISSN: 0012-9011 LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: 

FULLTEXT; ABSTRACT 
WORD COUNT: 660 LINE COUNT: 00051 

ABSTRACT: The recognition of cultural diversity and the strength of the 
Afro-American market have led to the development of more toys for 
Afro-American children. These games, figures, and dolls have black features 
and skin tones . 

... toys deal with cultural identity. Fisher Price's new Little People 

Garage features Black figures. Olmee 1 s Learning Kids, which resemble Black 
Raggedy Ann dolls, teach children to button, buckle, zip , tie, and 
snap their clothing . 

Child development experts and parents say the recent surge of 
Black-oriented games and toys is a long-overdue response to pleas for such 
products . . . 
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